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1. In VIENHA 16-18 April 1953 1 read a summary of all traces (or 
nearly all) pertinent to the SANITZEB case, prepared in draft form 
In the past couple of weeks b y a case officer (probably Junior type; 
of VOB. In breef, the findings are (a) the case is heavily associated 
with Adolf SLAVIK, the notorious leader of the (presumably Communiet- 
sponsored) Rationale Llga . an Austrian political party seeking to recruit 
ex-Nazis to pro-East orientation; but (b) enough other traces of Subject 
exists to make the case worth follow-up. But there is a distinct possibility 
that all thdse other traces come from the same ultimate sources, which 
will be the principal objective of preliminary investigation. If SLA7IK 
is found to be the primary source of all reports on Subject, VOB will 
be inclined to drop the case (unless of course useful leads into SLAVIK 
develop.) 



2 . 



The following is known a bout this case: 

a. SANITZER was interned in Camp Marcus Orr (SALZBURG) by US authorities, 
turned over to Austrians in 1947. While in MARCUS ORR, his cell- 
mates were Adolf SLAVIK, and Franz F IRAQ HER; he was also reported 



to be very close friends with one Max SPMDELBOEK while there, 
b. Subject was removed from STEM an der Donau by Soviet authorities 
in February 1949. Prior to his sentencing (he received life 
imprisonment from Austrian courts), while still in the Landes- 



MPTIONS Section 3(!®oricht WISH, Subject attempted to have US author i£.U> f s. intervene 
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as he foresaw that SovAbt authorities would probably abduct him 
if he were seat to STEM, bUt US authorities viewed his approaches 
as attempts to evade Austrian Justice, and took no action on 
his requests, 

c. Since his removal from STEM, there has been no reliable, positive 
identification of Subject anywhere . 



3. The following are the most common rumorst 

a. Subject is in POTSDAM or BADTZEH, with a leading position with 
East German security forces. 

b. Subject is actually in Jail, but his name is being used in recruitment 
attempts made among ex-Sazis, particularly Gestapo (Subject was 

in Amt 17) by the Soviets. 

e. Subject is frequently, incorrectly, reported to be a code and cipher 
expert (cryptanalyst). He is not, but did study codes and ciphers 
while interned in MARCUS QBR. 

4. It is noteworthy that a great deal of the information (or rumor) in V 
the files on this case stems from ZIPPER or GROSSBAHH. There are, however, 1 
some bits from GREEH GROCER - 1 (who, incidentally, has never turned over 

hie file on Subject, though he once promised to do so, then later stated 
the filewas misplaced). Other principal sources are newspapermen, slgnificantlly 
Armin REHTMEISTER, whose reputation for reliability has been badly strained 
through the years. 

6. There is no communication between Subject and his wife. Austrian police 
seem satisfied on this point, and openly indicate they are watching her 



mail 




6. Investigation, of this case has turned up the fascinating fact that 
the OSS interrogation of Subject, practically the basic dosument in the 
case, in all probability gives only pseudonyms for Subject's associates. 

7. Following are his relatives, as known: 

a. Father, Johann, born 1887 in ZEM2NTD0RF, Austria; current address u/k. 

b. Mother, Theresia, nee REICHEL, born 1879 in SALZBURG, divored 1926, 
current address unknown. 

c. Brother, Beamann, born 1906, known to have served in Wehrmacht, 
no current addresB. 

d. Sister, Elea, married name FOLTENIK, born 1912, known to have 
been in MUNICH in 1945. 

[____ e. Sister, Anna, married name BUCHBERGER, born 1908, teacher, no 
current address known. 

f. Wife, Anna, nee GROSSER, born 1906 VIENNA, now residing VIENNA/ 

PERCKTOLDSDORF, Hochstrasse 34 (WIEN XXV - Soviet Zone). She is . 
employed at the Hans Malleczek Machine and Tool Co. 

I - g. .Daughter, Helga, born 1932, no address known. 



8, The following people are believed to have had some association with 
Subject in the past, or to have soma information about him now (they have 




to retain - a letter to her from SANITZER. Bearers 
of the letter were two GRAZ policeman - it is 
alleged) . 
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Anton HASLlNGka 



fnu HDEBffi 



fians 2ASPAR (police official) 



Franz PRIEWASSER V 






^ZIPPEH 



Eduard MAHEL^ ZIPPERITE - 7 OB knows of him thru us) 
Walther PHOCH 1 



C? — 

fnu RAAB 
Gustav STGNEK 



Josef STEINER 






Karl ^ 

Johann PLEI SCHACEER welljkn£>Mn . fahr 1 c&id) r who failed L6FLUTTER, 

*“""" ' and was therefore instantly hired for project 

BEDUTTX, a late hut not lamented Polish "operation" 
of MOB). 

^ */ ^ N, 

Karl LEUTGEB, whose first name may possibly be Rambert instead. 



9. VQB would welcome our attempts to approach Subject's wife. They 
requested that we check other lines of approach in advance, and promised 
to send us pertinent communications regarding the case, for information, 
in the future. 

10. I don't believe 70S is atrnre I copied out the above data. It is of 
course for internal use only, not fpr ZIPPER. 7QB is not likdiy to take 
very energetic action in this case as it now stands, feeling there is too 
much chance that the whole case is illusory, a fabrication, deception, 

or red herring. 70B does not at this time plan to pressure GEBEN GROCER-1 , 
feeling the case is not of enough importance to make it an issue with him 
(as contrasted to other issues they must raise with him). They do have 
certain leads, notably Into contaact agents (at least one) about which 




little can be said at the moment, but of course explains their request for 



checks in advance, The/4 rife lefti, incidentally, appears a poor prospect, 
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as she was evicted from her apartment by the Soviets long ago, and despite 



numerous efforts has not been able to get the place de-reqiisitioned. It 
is argued that, were stories of SANITZER true, the Soviets would also take 
care of her. It also strikes me as ominous that so many reports on this 
case originate with ZIPPER, and tie back to Vest German newspaper sources; 
Villi HOETTL is also plumping the cash (though he is so well acquainted 
rath it that he spells the name SAHNITZER). In short, could this be 



BADEN bei BAUTZEN? 

11. Becommend you address a request to VOB in writing for the identity. 

__ M , -l — ~ - T. ■■ 
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present location and activities of Subjects former associates. Tkeii one - 
working on this aspect (but plagued ty the difficulty cited that many 
names given OSS appear to be phonies). I told them such a request would 
be forthcoming, and they agreed it was worth doing some research on. VOB 
Just doesn't have any firm information on Subject's Sovsone contacts; 
his location is obscure, his activities conjecture; hie family is known 
only as above. (All this in response to your notes on SVIEN 8983) 



12. 1^ remain available for discussion and/or further VIENNA investigation. 



